
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACES UPDATES 
On visit to NMSU, 
IICA strengthens 
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‘Pipeline for Ag Leaders’ program ties to ACES 

supports minority students 
BY CARLOS ANDRES LÓPEZ 

From left, NMSU graduate students Briza Castro, 
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Imelda Martinez and Naomi Lucero are part of 
a new program that supports animal science 
majors from underrepresented groups. The 
program established a pipeline between NMSU 
and the California State University, Chico, to train 
more minority students for competitive careers 
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Delegates from the Inter-American Insti-
tute for Cooperation on Agriculture, or 

IICA, completed a three-day tour of NMSU 
last fall to further strengthen its relationship 
with the College of ACES. 

Te delegation included Manual Ote-
ro, the director general of IICA, a special-

in the agricultural sciences. 

research internships or other summer activ-
ities in New Mexico, including the Dairy 
Consortium and the U.S. Beef Academy.

 “A critical component of this program 
involves giving students research skills that 

‘Trees for the Future’ ized agriculture agency for the Inter-Amer- will set them up to be problem-solvers who 
ican System that supports eforts to achieve can meet the demands of the agricultural 
agricultural development and rural well-project aims to develop being in the Americas. 

workforce," Hernandez Giford said. 
Briza Castro, Imelda Martinez and 

Naomi Lucero – all animal science graduate 
students at NMSU – joined the program’s 

During the visit, Otero and other IICA climate-adapted pecans representatives toured NMSU’s agricultural 

R esearchers in the College of ACES are leading a multistate project to develop 
genetic tools and resources to breed climate-adapted pecan trees. Te project – 
called “Trees for the Future” – seeks to leverage pecan genetics to breed pecan 

trees for climate adaptation, said the project’s director, Jennifer Randall, a professor in 
the Department of Entomology, Plant Pathology and Weed Science. 

“Pecan has a native region that spans from Oaxaca, Mexico, to Illinois, which is 
an expansive geographical range with many diferent climates,” she said. “Our goal is to 
have trees that are best-suited for their regional areas and determine not just what would 
be great to grow in specifc areas today, but 50 years from now under climate change.” 

Randall received a “Center of Excellence” grant from the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture to fund the project for next four 
years, starting with $3.9 million for the frst two years. 

Te project includes researchers from NMSU, USDA, Texas A&M University, the 
University of Arizona, the University of Georgia, the University of Oklahoma and the 
University of California’s Agriculture and Natural Resources Division. 
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district and two of-campus science centers, 
attended research presentations by faculty 
and students, and met with various NMSU 
leaders, including Chancellor Dan Arvizu. 

Otero, Arvizu and College of ACES 
Dean Rolando A. Flores Galarza also signed 
a declaration to reinforce a 2019 memo-
randum of understanding between NMSU 
and IICA. NMSU and IICA have pledged 
to collaborate on research initiatives related 
to digital agriculture, bioeconomy, carbon 
management, climate change and rural 
socio-economic development. 

NMSU and IICA will host an inter-
national summit on the Las Cruces campus 
this fall. 

T he College of ACES will train more 
students from underrepresented 
groups for competitive careers in the 

agricultural sciences through a new program 
jointly operated by the California State 
University, Chico. 

“Pipeline for Ag Leaders” – launched 
last fall through a $999,786 grant from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture – 
establishes a pipeline between NMSU and 
CSU-Chico for minority students pursuing 
degrees in animal science. 

“We’re recruiting, retaining and gradu-
ating outstanding students from underrepre-

sented groups to increase their capacity to enter 
and enhance our nation’s food and agricultural 
sciences workforce,” said Jennifer Hernandez 
Giford, an associate professor of animal 
science at NMSU and the program’s director. 

Hernandez Giford and her co-princi-
pal investigators, Sergio Soto at NMSU and 
Kasey DeAtley at CSU-Chico, have already 
recruited students into the program, which 
runs through 2026. Students in the program 
will complete their undergraduate degrees at 
NMSU or CSU-Chico and continue their 
education as graduate students at NMSU. 
CSU-Chico students will also visit NMSU 
during the summers to participate in 

frst cohort last fall. 
“Being in this program has been 

such a blessing,” said Martinez, a frst-year 
graduate student. “I feel very fortunate to 
have someone like Dr. Hernandez Giford, 
who has had such an impact in the feld 
of animal science, guide me through my 
master’s program.” 

Lucero, another frst-year graduate stu-
dent, said she found a much-needed support 
system through the program. 

“When I started grad school, I was 
nervous about not having a strong back-
ground in agriculture, but Dr. Hernandez 
Giford reassured me and encouraged me to 
believe in myself,” she said. 
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